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The city of Erfurt was not only a vital commercial
hub but also a clerical and spiritual centre as early
as in the Middle Ages, owing to its location in
Central Germany. The crossroads of important
trading routes offered ideal conditions for money
and mercantile trade, which were open to Jews in
the Middle Ages. At the same time, the city hugely
benefited from its Jewish population and thus
promoted their settlement in the city centre. This
location already indicates the community’s esta-
blishment at a comparatively early point in time.

The commencement of a Jewish community goes
back to the late 11th century. The oldest written
evidence dates from the late 12th century which
is the time the Erfurt Jewish Oath originates. With
this, the archbishop of Mayence (Mainz) as then
ruler of the town permitted legal transactions
with Christian citizens. We have evidence of a
pogrom in 1221; apart from that it is assumed
that Jews and Christians lived together rather
peacefully.

In 1349, however, a pogrom took place (as in
many places all over Europe at that time), wiping
out the entire community. A few years later,
Jewish families again settled in Erfurt. In 1453, all
Jews were permanently expelled until their reset-
tlement in the 19th century.
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The Old Synagogue is situated in the immediate city centre.
The oldest parts date back to the end of the 11th and the 12th
century and are thus the earliest evidence of a Jewish community
in Erfurt. Around 1270, the Jewish community erected a large
and prestigious synagogue with a representative western
facade, incorporating older parts of the building. The high
interior was spanned by a timber barrel vault. Shortly after
1300, the synagogue was extended and heightened.

After the pogrom of 1349, the city of Erfurt acquired the
building and sold it to a local merchant. He converted the
synagogue into a warehouse. Further major reconstructions
since the late 19th century resulted from the building’s gastro-
nomical use at that time. Eventually, the synagogue was
hardly recognizable due to these changes as well as to
adjacent buildings on all sides.

Since the late 1980s, the synagogue has returned to public
awareness. Since 1992 the building nistory has been examined.
In 1998, the city of Erfurt purchased the building and had it
renovated. Now housing a museum on the history of Erfurt’s
Jewish community in the Middle Ages, the synagogue has
found an appropriate use anew.

www.alte-synagoge.erfurt.de /jle/en/
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Mikveh mreriar

facility in 1248/49. Its main construction phase
dates to that time, replacing a smaller preceding
building. The basin is located on the side facing
the river, taking up the entire width of the building.
A vestibule served as a changing room. The basin
was reached by a staircase. Vault and upper mural
parts are walled up in limestone. Approximately on
medieval groundwater level, several layers of
large sandstone ashlars are fitted into the wall

in secondary use. One of them — walled in upside
down and hidden underneath a layer of mortar
when the mikveh was in use — s adorned with a
barely 30 cm tall head with a crown of lilies. It
originates from the first half of the 12th century.

The ritual bath's water supply was ensured with
Jiving” water, I.e. ground water, in accordance with
general reqgulations. Men attended the bath prior ta
high holidays, women after menstruation or after
having given birth. Tableware was purified before
first use or after ritual contamination.

Discovered in 2007 on the banks of the Gera river,
the mikveh was excavated and documented until
2010. Since September 2011, the mikveh is open to
visitors within guided tours.
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The ,Stone House" is an exceptional testimony of
late medieval secular building culture. It is located in
a complex of buildings just off City Hall. The house
itself largely originates from around 1250 and

was merely altered in a few parts during the 14th
century. A remarkably great number of essential
structures from its time of construction has been
preserved, including the beamed storey ceiling, the
western facade, the original stepped gable as well
as the wooden roof structure. Its cellar even dates
from the 12th century.

The conserved upper floor room’s interior with
barely altered exterior walls with scored joints, d
lancet arched vented lighting niche as well as a
painted beam ceiling Is unigue throughout Germany.
The boards of the ceiling are consistently decorated
with a wheel maotif, while each of the beams
features a different ornamentation. The beams
have been dendro-dated to 1241/42.

Since the end of the 13th century at the latest,
the building can be related to Jewish owners. The
entire complex of buildings used to be fewish
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The tombstones from the 13th to 15th century come from the
former Jewish cemetery. It was located outside the area occupied by
Jews, north of the city wall, and possibly existed from the outset of
Jewish settlement. From as early as medieval times, the Erfurt Jewish
community owned a cemetery, owing to its status as a so-called
kehillah, the focal point for surrounding communities. Not only local
community members but also those from affiliate settlements were
buried here.

After the Jews' expulsion in 1453, the city of Erfurt acquired the
cemetery and levelled it. On the cemetery grounds, initially the
municipal barn and, later on, the large granary were erected. The
tombstones were used as building material throughout the entire
city, many of them for the extension of the town fortification. Hence,
numerous tombstones re-emerged upon demolition of the city wall in
the 19th century and continue to be found during excavations or
demolition works within the city area. A selected number Is on
permanent display in the Old Synagogue’s courtyard. A ,display
depot” is being installed for the remaining stones; some are supposed
to return to their original location as replica.
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The Erfurt Treasure was discovered in 1998 during excavations on the site
of MichaelisstrafSe 43 underneath the wall of a cellar entrance. With a

total weight of over 30 kg, it is unique in size and composition, consisting of
3.141 silver coins, 14 silver ingots and more than seven hundred individual
items of gothic goldsmith’s work, among them silver tableware with eight
beakers, one ewer, a drinking bow! and a double cup, as well as pieces of
jewellery such as brooches and rings. Parts of belts and garment trimmings
form the numerically biggest part of the goldsmith’s works. All objects date
from the late 13th and the first half of the 14th century.

The treasure's grandest object is a Jewish wedding ring. Its Gothic miniature
architecture, made of pure gold, is an outstanding piece of craftsmanship.
Only two further medieval wedding rings of the same kind exist worldwide.

The treasure was hidden prior to the pogrom of 1349. Presumably, it
belonged to the Jewish money lender Kalman von Wiehe as then owner of
the site. It is confirmed that he did not survive the pogrom.

After having been presented at exhibitions in Paris, New York and London,
the Treasure is now on display in the cellar of the Old Synagogue.
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Page of the Bible Erfurt 1 adarmed with micrographies collection of medieval scriptures from the possession of one
single Jewish community. 16 Hebrew manuscripts dating from
the 11th to 14th century have been preserved, among them
four torah scrolls and four bibles, one tossefta, composite
manuscripts and one machsor.

; mmmrhnmw;r#na*‘ni”

" *Alid | w""’WM‘nﬁﬂ' V—— t”.f\l-"f‘ﬂﬁ ‘ ' ' ‘
‘“”E’:;:,,?“;ﬁ”mﬁmxr e ﬁﬂ%ﬁ”ﬁ”fjﬁ“%&*“‘“ The Erfurt 1 bible consists of two volumes, each weighing
- Bt # L] ) * ﬂ. b - - 3
A T e 15y sybon w1 s sy mbriom ey ATty around 50 kg; at a size of more than 60 by 45 cm, it is the
AT T AL R SRaEYT NP ana) o VI SMINS NI DA IS IN I N pae R A

; p—, ArTITd 37 NYII3T N v Y iy s 4 e 4 . -
o b i oo e e v s e rrpsarivy s 4 s mrow largest known Hebrew bible manuscript from the Middle Ages.

: ' N T3 Mt P _ vl : ! .,
e i w03 DR Me1a Mot M I A e It was accomplished in 1343. The sections’ entry pages are

s SBT3 YY) B 35h 4 5%+ 90m33 Sy 110 SIS 1rapy s : : : - !
mﬂyﬂwﬁﬁ"ﬂ?fﬁﬂﬁmﬁ *“‘”mmw%mwmﬁ?m often lavishly decorated with micrographies, skilful
«:;:m;mﬁl@’m NN St iaiitiior vy Wit illustrations of plants, animals and mythical creatures as well

N Nivrsy Ty == $3 (TIPS . . .y
e 2 YV DAN 1 1Y A8 NNH MM 1Y vvm';;?:f:rﬁmmﬁﬁ,‘: ‘ -,-.ﬁ,,m s ED!’HE‘IHCH.’ ornaments com ﬂSE’d of minuscule writing.
L By i’ 1’
'_u:—-lwdww'um DU 00 MY SN L0 Y120PE 97 o0 YYD B3 1 v ey
myﬂwm1m1:1mamﬂm;~u?w:g‘vb Y e pumbap e ey pa oy 1
v b o St ey o) i ey . L
‘ *u.m‘v-:i‘r:m;:rrmmm SN ribres o apd u,fam:’;,?%wmm””g“’, S Aﬂer the pﬂgrﬂm {]f 1349}, the mmnuscrrpts came into
' wwm;an::ﬁ;ﬁ P2 e rongm BT 38 e 0 “

A e B o m":ﬁ;’f,ﬁ”_rﬁiﬁ . o pusse§5fﬂn of the Effurt Council, In _rhe m{d_.l ,'f‘”':' C’gntury,.fhe}’
N\ s vt v MEscab2 b Tea ST SN were incorporated into the Evangelical Ministry's library in the
\) % Augustine monastery. In 1880, the manuscripts were sold to
the Royal Library in Berlin, where, in today’s State Library the

manuscripts are still kept. [ndividual original scriptures are

217300 180 PR AR 1S 0Y9TR T ana @ Suatsbibliothek Borlin. SHNung Provfisches Kallurbes) L tE‘FﬂpDFﬂFﬁ}-’ EXh";b";tEd HI Ihe Museum Ofd SyﬂﬂgﬂgUE’.

Erfurt 15, one uf three compodite mahuscripts

(el Frid=décdy

* Az = SRR RRIRT TR RITNR O30
Yo Sneaumn gt e e I T nYaS

-l B T R DT e e T IR TR R T T
-l T Y TR S TR e 2R Y v
g <L TNRY TR RO T PR BT R SRl

1

NI Tty ey g e S S W
Wi TRATHLG T TR xR
-'-—-7 ey 'T|q == "::,1 -:rh:' :1-.:--'. n,:l:-n
1 S Ty TR e
T TR T T TV R
Bl bty h-rae s
w22 TR TR T T RO YUY
= TR Il e Tt
o o e b — it YUY
T BRI N YR =
—— o TaATEN

~an = saranwiy -

andran it R T E
8w T TV Uy
==tk — -l
3 Tve ST e e BN
Y VTS Ymanminys
Tl Vel Tan T T RMD
TS AT TSl et

- T aeah Tl o

sl g ' -k
) A T T T =,
St T Comrmr e
B = aa g g

_“’.: |_“|-'.| n\q:y _:‘J "

R e R b 7yt ) e
! '

o T sy

TSR IR TR T I TR IR PRI ed T
TS TR e Tra B W TR Epna T
0D T Y TR TR Y  mmn I

T N YE R AT e O MR R TS TR
NEORY AR D T A T T e e
SROVEN TRDITeR e TS TR IV T
Y TS s s an s Mg, SRS N TN STV Y
T e e Aty BN RN TSI U T
et e, sl s el AR T TR DT O
T TN Y SO NIRRT S T

TOY TVTDY SO SN TR TR N e

WU YO0 M AT 6 GDTR TR 00 0 v Kirehbach r:l.u-h'TrEr-'IH 1:1'!.‘.-I'I|‘|_‘| Do _LI DEA 0" "D mr?uwr E:.‘n T G
thio Toral I i il tthe 1S Section of the Tarah Erfurt 6 -with Song of thre Sea fExodus 151 19)
b ran sc rfurt &.n e x it on e ¥ = : .
Ll tro JF”F I Lne: exDILr ol Tl YT E £} Staatsbitilioitek Berfin, Stittong Prec@isther Kiliurbesitz

’

A

Jimt oo ovmi o
T ¥ JUDISCHES LEBEN
\J ERFURT




NN WA
THE JEWISH HERITAGE

@ Lo W YW W NDIdN TN IRTID VI NR 'R VOIR VU 2W DYWYN DTN NWNN?

Museum Old Syna
Ut INR DIPH DIWA 121D D2V AL PN NN
0'¥ON1 DIAN 2W 1D 22 NI MWD NMTY 1T R

@2 nan n nnpnn

Mealisunt AT aE DXNIXD OIRA NVW 1ID 2V 0NN VM DTN
RisizEgne O'RONN1 0IANN .N2WN N NNNNWN 28N P 2D
fff;;-‘ ?1 "LEf‘fE”ﬂerfsh cemetery DIWNN MTOINN NR DA NIANHDN MPRN ,NDIDN
TOGE ACEEMNDTEdSSE
120R1, R0 YOURI NI N2NR 2D YW nmZnanna anm
@ 1370 naw XY W NN N1V DI ANIRN .N2NPN 2W N22WNN NN NR D'OPWH TN 2ND
Site of second synagogue, after 1370 | | |
An der Stadtmimze 4-5 "]]’.'J MMy 0o INODN DINN NXR TRD DNDIRD
TYN RIM ,D720 N1 DTN 2W PN 210N
B 1870 mwn JORPN NDIIN I FINWA-TIN NN 1D
Meeting Centre Small Synagogue, 1840 NTHRN N2DWN 12 2W 'MI2NN DTRYNI D2 2V
fesrsiasins 4 g DY NPNN DRYDHDN IRT TN NNYN NNana
® 19-n nRDAD W TN _I'I}:'DFFI nn W NDIDN NMNIAW IRMNA DARIND ,0N0IR N2NPN
: L
E{gk{ A B AR TN N2NP YW YN DMPWN 00NN IR DWNHD

& D10 M W NN
WM 0120 71
New Synagogue

luri-Gagarin:Ring 16 2W NNV NWNND INR”Y IWRIND N22P2 MTNVIN
@ e obn DIPHN 20 NN 1MW N MRY? DMIR? NWAIN “1"P0NIR
New Jewish cemetery MTIDWRN N2MPN "N NIAN2 19170 NIRRT NN
Werner-Seelenbinder-Strafie 3 _
2722 NOITR 127021 VD] 0NN NI VD IR
D) Al Fapaniics NMOLONN NNMNX 12T NMIPIAN MDD P2ND

NMAWIN NIR N'RIN? VI19IR 'V DA NWRID TN
,DNWN TMIRD N2 DNNINN? N2ANIO 12N NN21 DTN
N110D7122 N2ANNT M2AINN 2V ARNIN NR NY2I0NW
N212 NOIPRII

welterbe@erfurt.de :qwp N1y NN
www.erfurt.de
www.alte-synagoge.erfurt.de
www.erfurt-tourismus.de

ceccecoscoeocec0000000RORCR®
The Jewish heritage of the city of Erfurt in its
entirety is globally unigue. Nowhere else, such
exceptional architectural and moveable testimonies
in a comparably outstanding state of conservati-
on and sheer plenty can be found gathered in one
place. They illuminate the different aspects of
Jewish culture: synagogue and mikveh as well as
g the tombstones stand for the essential community
E;:h:ﬁn;«:he;n;g?ﬁxf;}Tﬁsgﬁwjﬁgﬂw O A, Y. Kirchbch institutions; the n?t:rm.fsarfpts for scholarliness. The
Erfurt Treasure highlights money trade, the most
important profession of Jews in the Middle Ages, as
well as culture and social status of wealthy Jews in
= : ¢ : _ e urban society. Hence, by means of original exhibits
=g ' ‘ o originating from one single community, all major
i aspects of fewish life in the Middle Ages can be
showcased at the Museum Old Synagogue.

Inclusion in the UNESCO list of World Cultural and
Natural Heritage as an outstanding site of medieval
Ashkenazic (central European) Jewry is pursued for
these reasons. In this way the city of Erfurt is
prepared to fulfil Germany's particular historical
responsibility to commemorate and to honolr the
age-long defining contribution of Jewish citizens to
German and European culture and society.

Contact: welterbe(@erfurt.de
www.erfurt.de/ef/en/
www.alte-synagoge.erfurt.de/jle/en
T OB T TN S @ Aoy, Kirtfibach WWW.EFfUFI-fDUﬂ.SIHUS.dE

Exhibition wn the cellar of the Ofd Synagogue

TR L VFRA DRI S nNRnn 2 gildehaus reich Kopie der Bronzeampel (um 1160} in der Alten Synagoge A v Kirdhibreh
The mikveh in ils modern protective building Copy of the Bronze Lamp [around 1260) in:the Ofd Synogogue

Chandkah caremony it Front of the city hall & A, Kirchbiaeh
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